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Parish Office 
Hours ........ Monday-Friday 9:00 am-4:00 pm 
                             (Summer 9:00 am-2:00 pm) 
 

Parish Staff 
Pastor, 
 Fr. Timothy Kroeger...... frtim@stjoeleb.org 
Receptionist, 

Business Manager, 
 Shannon Peycha ...... speycha@stjoeleb.org 
Director of Religious Education, 
 Caroline Van Atter ........... religioused@stjoeleb.org 
Director of Music, 
 Cathy Rund .................. crund@stjoeleb.org 
High School Youth Ministry, 
 Norma DeLaRosa .. ndelarosa@stjoeleb.org 
Sacristan,  
 Judy Mrozinski ......... omajmro@yahoo.com 
Maintenance, 
 Roger Pratt & Bill Burns 
 
 
 

Sunday Mass Schedule 
Lord’s Day 
Saturday .......................................... 4:30 pm 
Sunday ......................... 8:00 am & 11:00 am 
Weekday ..... flexible schedule—see bulletin 
Holy Day ...... flexible schedule—see bulletin 
 
 
 

New Parishioners and Guests 
We offer a warm welcome to all who are 
celebrating with us this weekend.  If you are 
new to the parish, please contact the office so 
we may greet you properly. There are also 
Welcome Packets available in the Gathering 
Space. 



Holy Families 
  

 The lovely gospel accounts that we revel in during 
these days of Christmastime hold up for us the image 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the Holy Family of 
Nazareth. And so we celebrate the Holy Family on the 
Sunday after Christmas Day. It’s easy to gaze on the 
images in the Christmas crib and recognize the holiness 
of the newborn Jesus, his mother and his guardian. It 
may be harder to look at your own children or parents 
or brothers and sisters and see reflections of that same 
holiness in them. After all, living together, you see 
each other’s bad sides as well as the good, the warts as 
well as the dimples. 

But if we truly believe in what we are celebrating, 
the incarnation of God in the flesh, and the fact that 
Jesus saved us by his death and resurrection into which 
we are baptized, then we must cultivate the ability to 
see a reflection of the baby Jesus’ holiness in each 
child in our own families, to see the holiness of Mary 
and of Joseph reflected in ourselves as parents and in 
our own parents. 

Maybe it will help to remember not just the gurgling 
baby Jesus in the crib, but also the toddler Jesus at age 
two — in his own version of the “terrible twos.” Or to 
meditate on Mary and Joseph changing diapers and 
picking up the ancient Palestinian version of Cheerios 
from the kitchen floor — and the living room floor and 
the bedroom floor and. . . . The gospels are silent about 
Jesus’ childhood, but truly human as well as truly God, 
Jesus no doubt had nosebleeds and skinned knees, tried 
dangerous stunts, didn’t get enough sleep sometimes 
and so was cranky. Maybe there were even battles over 
homework. (Jesus would have studied Hebrew and the 
scriptures.) 

And think of Jesus as a teenager. We get a glimpse 
of him in the gospel of Matthew at age twelve, 
wandering off in Jerusalem, causing Mary and Joseph 
to panic. Of course he didn’t have the opportunity to 
take driver’s ed or ask for the car keys, but there were a 
myriad of other but similar parent-teen encounters, to 
be sure. 

Some may find such speculation to be sacrilegious. 
“Jesus is perfect,” they’ll object. “Jesus is God!” How 
very true. And Jesus was a baby, a teenager, a young 
adult, too. True God, true man. And maybe, just maybe 
one of the delights of this Christmas season is that 
some of the small quirky things about us as human 
beings — the terrible twos, the teenage struggle for 
independence, parents’ angst about their child — 
maybe all of these are holy and part of what it means to 
grow toward perfection. 

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and 
forever! 
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Parish Finance Council 
Tom Merritt (Chair), Aline Anderson, George Anichini, Eric Gubera,  

Dan Lamar, Jon Lehmkuhler, Ron Morelock, Jeff Newman,  

Michele Thomas 

 

Financial Stewardship 
   Due to an early bulletin deadline, the collection 

totals for the weekend of December 24, Christmas 

and December 31 will be reported in the January 7, 

2018 bulletin. Thank you for your continued good 

stewardship. 
 

Stewardship Prayer Corner 
 “Whatever you do,” says St. Paul to the Colossians, “...do it in the 

name of the Lord Jesus. Give thanks to God the Father through him.” 

And so it is that we offer our gifts in the Eucharist “through Him, with 

Him and in Him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit…” 

 

Parish Office 
   The Parish Office will be closed on Monday, 

January 1, 2018 for the New Year’s Day 

holiday. The office will reopen on Tuesday, 

January 2, 2018 at 9:00 am. 

 

Family Christmas Fund Thank You 
 Thank you to all those who donated to the Family Christmas Fund 

this year. Because of your generosity, parish families were assisted 

and given the joy of purchasing gifts and food for their family this 

Christmas. 

 

No Coffee & Donuts 
 There will not be Coffee & Donuts following the 8:00 am Mass this 

Sunday. However we look forward to resuming this ministry next 

Sunday, January 7, 2018. 

 

Cry Room 
   Please remember the Cry Room is reserved for parents with small 

children. 

 

Parish Room Usage 
   If your ministry needs to use a meeting room, classroom or the 

parish hall, please make sure you contact the parish office so it may 

be scheduled on the parish calendar. This is not only important for 

scheduling reasons, but also for the safety of all who may be on the 

premises. In addition, please make sure you return the room in its 

original condition at the conclusion of your meeting. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

Parish Winter Closings 
 When Lebanon Schools are closed due to inclement weather, the 

Parish Office will be closed. If a Boone County Winter Snow 

Emergency is declared, all parish liturgies and activities (including 

Mass) will be cancelled. Parish closings will be announced on the 

local ABC, CBS, and NBC networks. 

 

Leadership Night 
    The next monthly Leadership Night will be held on January 8 at 

7:00 pm. This is a great way to give of your time and talent and 

become more involved with other St. Joseph parishioners. All are 

welcome. 



Outreach 
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Pro-Life Corner 
 Please pray the following prayer every day for an 

end to abortion and for the unborn babies…“Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. I beg you to 

spare the life of the unborn baby that I have 

spiritually adopted who is in danger of abortion.”  
 -Prayer of the late Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen 
 

Pro-Life Notes 

   “Abortion, the deliberate killing of a human being before birth, is 

never morally acceptable and must always be opposed.”  

     Living the Gospel of Life, Forming Consciences for Faithful   

     Citizenship, USCCB 
 

Post-Abortion Healing & Reconciliation 

 Project Rachael, a post-abortion healing ministry, offers 

confidential and skilled help. Call 1-877-522-3300. 
 

Did You Know? 

 There are several people who go each Friday to abortion clinics to 

pray?  If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please call the 

Parish Office. 

Formation 
Religious Education 

 Preschool - 5th Grade 

 Sundays from 9:30 - 10:40 am   

  December 31 No Class 

  Classes resume January 7   
 

 First Sacrament Class 

          January 10 6:00 pm in Classroom         
 

 Middle School Youth Group 

 Sundays from 9:30—10:40 am in the St. Aloysius Room 

  December 31 No Class 

   Class resumes January 7  
 

                                     High School Youth Ministry 

    High School Youth Ministry meets from 6:00 - 8:00 pm in the  

 St. Gregory the Great Room                 

  December 31 No Class - Happy New Year! 

  January 7 Epiphany of the LORD PARTY!   

 

Come and See” Inquiry into the Catholic Faith  
 What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? How does the 

Catholic Church help people to follow Jesus in everyday life? Are you 

or someone you know thinking about joining our faith community…or 

would you just like to ask some questions? Then you are invited to 

“come and see” inquiry into the Catholic faith, which is held in the St. 

Aloysius Room on Monday evenings at 7:00 pm. For more 

information, you may call the Parish Office (765-482-5558).  

 

St. Francis Nativity Thank You 

 A special thank you to those who helped with the St. Francis 

Nativity play and breakfast on December 17! Many Christmas 

blessings and Happy New Year to you all!   

 

Destination Jesus 2018 
   This High School Retreat is hosted by Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Catholic Church at Guerin Catholic High School. The retreat will be 

held Friday, February 16, 2018 through Sunday, February 18, 

2018. Only a few spots have been reserved, so if you wish to attend, 

please contact Norma as soon as possible so additional reservations 

can be added. NCYC speaker Brian Greenfield will be the keynote 

speaker. If you would like to spend the weekend hanging out with 

him, a few hundred Catholics teens and JESUS, contact Norma. 

Scholarships are available if necessary.   

 

Attention: Young Adult Singles and Couples 
   Through the generosity of those who have supported the Rock the 

Manger fundraisers, St. Joseph’s is able to send 

young adults, singles or couples, to the next World 

Youth Day in January 2019 in Panama City, Panama! 

Young adults from across the world will gather to 

celebrate being the young Church, deepen their faith, 

pray together and share time with Pope France. If you 

will be between the ages of 18 and 35 by January 

2019 and are interested in this pilgrimage, please contact the parish 

office.  

 

A Gift For You 
   The best Catholic content. All in one place. We are pleased to give 

you a free subscription to Formed.org. Entertaining movies, 

enlightening programs, inspiring talks, and a great selection of 

popular ebooks—all just a click away! It’s easy to get started: Go to 

formed.org/register − Enter Access Code: WH82C3 − Enter your email 

and create a password (you’ll need this to login later) − You’re all 

ready to access the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED!  

Saint Vincent de Paul Food Distribution 
    During the month of January, St. Vincent de Paul will be collecting 

hats, gloves and soup that may be placed in the collection box in the 

Gathering Space. The next food distribution is Saturday, January 6. 

Volunteers for the distribution are always welcome. Thank you to 

those who make the food distributions possible. 

 

Life Center Donations 
 Life Center donations are greatly appreciated and matter to 

pregnant mothers needing support and encouragement. Life Center 

helps to save babies from abortion by supporting the mothers with 

counseling, ultrasound, medical references and help mothers care for 

their babies after birth. Donations for January are bibs, baby blankets 

and burp cloths. Crocheted and knitted items are also appreciated. 

Yarn is available in the bassinet for you to use. The Lebanon Life 

Center is now open at 1208 N Lebanon St, 765-485-5181. Items may 

be taken to the Life Center or placed in the bassinet in the Gathering 

Space. Thank you for your support 

 

 

Parish Life 
First Friday Luncheon 
 All are invited to the First Friday pitch-in luncheon in the Parish Hall 

on January 5 following the 12:00 pm Mass. Come and enjoy delicious 

food and fellowship with other parishioners. 

 

Save Your Treasurers 
   The Women’s Club Rummage Sale will be held on Friday, January 

26 from 9:00 am - 6:00 pm and Saturday, January 27 from 10:00 am 

to 12:00 pm. Donations are greatly appreciated (no electronics, 

please) and can be dropped off in the Parish Hall after January 21, 

2018. The sorting and setup day will be Thursday, January 25. 

 

Parish Breakfast 
   Join us on Sunday, January 21 after the 8:00 am 

Mass for a Parish Breakfast sponsored by the Knights 

of Columbus. Proceeds from this breakfast will 

support the Culture of Life. 



This Week in the Parish 
Monday, January 1 • Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

   Parish Office Closed 

 10:00 am Mass for †Kathy Maue (Parish Staff)  
 

Tuesday, January 2 • Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 

Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

 10:00 am    Mass for St. Joseph Parishioners (M Kelley)  

  at Parkwood 

 1:00 pm Legion of Mary Meeting in Sr. Mary Ignatia Room     
    

Wednesday, January 3 • The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 11:30 am Rosary   

 12:00 pm Mass for †Nancy Brand (L Klar) 

       Eucharistic Adoration following Mass until 2:00 pm 

    Sacrament of Reconciliation following Mass 
 

Thursday, January 4 • Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 

 7:30 am Women’s Cursillo in St. Aloysius Room  

 9:30 am Rosary 

 10:00 am Mass for †Ron Lind (C & K Eigenbrod) 

  Sacrament of Reconciliation following Mass 
 

Friday, January 5 • Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

  11:30 am Rosary 

 12:00 pm Mass for †Ross Neese (P Neese) 

 1:00 pm First Friday Pitch-In Luncheon in Parish Hall 

 9:00 pm  First Friday Adoration until 8:00 am 
 

Saturday, January 6 • Saint André Bessette, Religious 

 7:00 am Men’s Cursillo in St. Aloysius Room 

 9:00 am Mass for Novena Intentions (Legion of Mary) 

 10:00 am St. Vincent de Paul Food Distribution in Parish Hall 

 4:00 pm Rosary 

 4:30 pm Lord’s Day Vigil Mass for †Margaret Fisher  

  (MJ Wathen)  
 

Sunday, January 7 • The Epiphany of the Lord 

 8:00 am Lord’s Day Mass for St. Joseph Parishioners  

 9:00 am Children’s Choir Rehearsal in St. Cecilia Room 

 9:30 am Adult Choir Rehearsal in St. Cecilia Room 

 9:30 am Religious Education Classes in Classrooms 

 9:30 am  Middle School Youth Ministry in St. Aloysius Room 

 9:30 am RCIA in St. Gregory the Great Room 

 9:40 am Adult Religious Education in Parish Hall 

 11:00 am Lord’s Day Mass for Lars and Taylor Rascoe  

  (W & S Peycha) 

 6:00 pm Life Teen in St. Gregory the Great Room  
   

  Dismissal Catechist: Will & Kathy Braniff 
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Readings for the Week of December 31, 2017 

Sunday:  Gn 15:1-6; 21:1-3 or Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/ 

  Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9, [7a, 8a] or 

  Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/Heb 11:8, 

  11-12, 17-19 or Col 3:12-21 or  

  3:12-17/Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

Monday:  Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/ 

  Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 

Tuesday:  1 Jn 2:22-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/

  Jn 1:19-28 

Wednesday:  1 Jn 2:29--3:6/Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6 [3cd]/  

  Jn 1:29-34 

Thursday:  1 Jn 3:7-10/Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9 [3cd]/Jn 1:35-42 

Friday:  1 Jn 3:11-21/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [2a]/ 

  Jn 1:43-51 

Saturday:  1 Jn 5:5-13/Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-2 [12a]/

  Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 [cf. 11]/

  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12  
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Pray For… Isabelle Bacon, June Bashor, 

Rosemary Mitchell, Dolores Kotnecki, James 

Supernaw, Joel Rivera, Jean Stevens, Susan Hodgen, 

Karen Spitznogle, Luke Rose 
 

...parishioners and their loved ones who are serving 

in the military, law enforcement & emergency personnel  

 

   If you have someone you would like the parish to 

pray for, please ask for their permission, and then contact 

the Parish Office or place a note in the collection basket.  We 

will include their name in this box for a period of one month.   

     If a family member is sick or hospitalized, please call the 

Parish Office at 482-5558 to arrange for Communion to be 

brought to them.  Thank you. 

Area News 
Make a Family New Year’s Resolution – 
The Third Option 
   When your marriage is strong your family life will be even 

stronger. Please join us at The Third Option and work on 

enriching your marriage which in turn will strengthen your 

family. Make your marriage your New Year’s Resolution!! The 

Third Option is a 14 week program which begins January 11  

at Guerin Catholic High School. We meet every Thursday from 

7:00 - 9:00 pm and you are welcome anytime throughout the 

session. It’s a causal environment, we have great child care and 

best of all the program and child care are FREE. Visit 

www.Carmelthirdoption.org or call 317-324-8445.   

Call Out for Liturgical Ministers 
  Liturgical ministry is an excellent opportunity to fulfill your  

baptismal call of service to others. Parishioners giving of their 

time and talent help our liturgies to be truly life-giving 

celebrations. Please prayerfully consider joining one of the 

following ministries: Server, Usher, Extraordinary Minister of Holy 

Communion or Reader. If you are being called to serve in one or 

more of these ministries, please contact the Parish Office.  

 

Liturgical Ministers 
   We thank you for giving of your time and talent to help in the 

parish’s various ministries. If you are unable to serve on the 

weekend you are scheduled, it would be much appreciated if you 

could find a replacement. If there is a spot that needs filled and 

you are not scheduled but can give of your time, that also would 

be much appreciated. 

 The new schedules for the months of January, February and 

March can be found in the Gathering Space or on the parish 

website, www.stjoeleb.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
 

Marguerite “Marge” Spolyar,  

who passed away on December 18, 2017 

and 

Fred Wicks, father of Tom Wicks, 

who passed away on December 18, 2017.  

May they rest in peace and may their family and loved ones be 

comforted during this difficult time.   


