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 In this space today I am going to reflect on the reality of risk. Obviously, I do that 

because of the current pandemic, however, the fact is that virtually everything we do 

includes a certain element of risk. So, the first fact we need to accept is that a risk free life is 

impossible. Every day we make countless decisions that some action is worth the risk it 

entails. Most of the time we do this with little or no conscious thought. For example, I do 

not spend energy weighing the risk of getting out of bed every day. 

 Second, some of us are very risk averse and others very risk tolerant. We need to 

accept that difference and respect those who assess risk differently than we might. The 

reaction to the current pandemic exemplifies very clearly divergent responses to risk. 

 Third, levels of risk are not the same for all of us. Using the example above, getting 

out of bed poses very little risk for me and high risk for some people. 

 Fourth, I not only accept risk for myself but also pose risk to others. For example, 

when I drive I accept a certain amount of risk and also know that I am putting others at 

risk. I need to do everything I can to limit that level of risk. I hope that the risk I am willing 

to accept for myself is higher than I will pose to others. 

 Finally, as we prepare to begin gathering again to celebrate Mass - Thanks be to 

God! - We need to keep in mind the reality of risk. Anyone who feels uncomfortable 

accepting the risk of gathering for Mass should not do so. 

 Those of us who gather need to be willing to do what we can to mitigate that risk to 

others. This might require something I think is unnecessary or even foolish, for example, 

wearing a mask. As an act of love let us do everything we can to protect not only ourselves 

but even more others. 
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